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The main goal of this study consists in showing the possible relationship between the acquisition of the complex onset and its graphic representation in chat discourse.
Some studies (Fikkert, 1994; Freitas, 1997; Levelt et al., 1999/2000; Avila, 2000) proved the existence of different phases in the acquisition of syllabic types in Dutch and European and Brazilian Portuguese. 
As far as the acquisition of the complex onset is concerned, it was shown that it is a structure that is developed later, in part due to its articulatory complexity.

Diverse strategies were employed by children to reproduce this marked structure, the most used being the preservation of the first consonant with the deletion of the second one.

Likewise, there is some tendency to simplify the complex onset when Internet users write in Portuguese chat programs. Chat users are transforming language owing to the need for speed and thus they are making simplifications.

However, the simplification of the complex onset doesn’t occur at random, but rather with a particular regularity: the second consonant is deleted.


If we are constrained even when we make mistakes or deviations from the norm, does it show that we are being influenced by our intuitive knowledge? Since the complex onset is a marked structure, is it the target of regularization? What are the reasons for this process: economy in symmetry and/or maintaining informativity?

We aim at reflecting on the possible causes that are leading chat users to react in the same way as children acquiring language when they come across a marked structure like a complex onset.
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