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Abstract
A general theory of meaning, The Semiotic Hierarchy (Zlatev in press) distinguishes between four major levels in the organization of meaning: life, consciousness, sign function and language, where each of these, in this order, both rests on the previous level, and makes possible the attainment of the next. The theory attempts to integrate ideas from phenomenology, Popper’s tripartite ontology, semiotics, linguistics, enactive cognitive science and evolutionary biology. The four levels of The Semiotic Hierarchy are defined on the basis of the type of (a) subject, (b) value-system and (c) world in which the subject is embedded. 

In my presentation, I will briefly outline the theory, and focus on empirical evidence for the evolutionary precedence of consciousness, with respect to signs, as understood in a phenomenological semiotics (Sonesson 2007). This is stark contrast to biosemiotics, where signs and life are considerd co-extensional and preconditions for consciousness.

